232                               GREAT AMERICANS

strong personality, was the direct opposite to his delicate,
conventional and deeply religious fiancee, and Olivia's
father must have had many qualms about consenting
to the marriage. Mark Twain might be famous, but
there was still much of the rough Westerner about him.
Nevertheless, consent was given, and not only that but,
on the day of the wedding, the bride's father presented
the happy couple with a house, Number 472, Delaware
Avenue, Buffalo, furnished and all ready for occupation.
Sam Clemens, the humble son of the shiftless John, had
disappeared for good, and in his place was Mark Twain,
America's Number i laughter-maker, the great humorist
who was soon to make his name as that country's most
popular and famous writer. .

Fame as a writer had already begun to come his way,
for Innocents Abroad had been published several weeks
before his wedding, and the first five months showed a
sale of over 30,000 copies. Mark Twain and his wife
lived in Buffalo, where he edited the Buffalo Express,
less than two years. On November 7, 1870, a baby son,
Langdon Clemens, was born, but he was a weakly
child, and passed away on June 2, 1872. Before then,
however, in 1871, the family had moved to the old-
world town of Hartford, where Mark finished his book
Roughing It, describing his experiences in the Far West,
in between lecturing, and there, on March 19, 1872,
their first daughter, Olivia Susan, was born. In August
Mark Twain paid his first visit to England. His fame
had gone before him, and he was entertained royally
wherever he went, but what pleased him most was the
respect with which he was greeted by such men as